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Sign-up 
for health 
policies 
tomorrow 


BY JOHN MURAWSKI 
jmurawski@newsobserver.com 


Wednesday marks the begin- 
ning of Open Enrollment under 
the Affordable Care Act for 
Americans who buy their own 
health insurance. 

More than a half-million peo- 
ple in North Carolina are ex- 
pected to sign up for ACA health 
coverage in the coming weeks. 

This is the fifth year that 
Americans will sign up for 
health coverage under the ACA 
and the first sign-up period 
under the Trump administra- 
tion. Some are predicting prob- 
lems not seen since 2013 when 
HealthCare.gov had so many 
problems that it took months for 
consumers to buy insurance. 

That’s because funding that 
paid for advertisement and 
navigators has been reduced 
and because the sign-up period 
is shorter this year. 

Here are some important 
things you will need to know this 
year, along with some refreshers. 


Q: When does ACA open enroll- 
ment start and end? 

A: The first day is Wednes- 
day, Nov. 1, and the final day is 
Dec. 15. Coverage starts Jan. 1. 


Q: Aren't deadlines always ex- 
tended? Can't | wait until the 
rush is over and sign up after 
Jan. 1? 

A: Don’t count on it this year. 
The Trump Administration is 
restricting ACA enrollment 
options. In fact, you should sign 
up as early as possible to avoid 
last minute problems that could 
result in a failure to obtain 
health insurance. 


Q: How will the ACA open en- 
rollment be different under the 
Trump Administration? 

A: First, it will be available for 
just six weeks, rather than the 13 
weeks of past years, giving the 
public much less time to sign up. 
Secondly, the enrollment web- 
site, healthcare.gov, will be shut 
down for maintenance more 
than 60 hours during open en- 
rollment, including 12-hour 
maintenance blackouts on five 
consecutive Sundays. 


SEE HEALTH, 10A 


Arne Duncan: NCAA should have 
say in academic fraud judgments 


mission meeting that fea- 
tured an appearance by 
NCAA President Mark 
Emmert, who said that 
“only a very small portion 
of Americans” believe that 
the Committee on In- 
fractions held UNC ac- 
countable for 16 years of 
classes that were created 


BY DAN KANE 
dkane@newsobserver.com 


WASHINGTON 
Leaders of a national 
commission on college 
athletics called for re- 
forms Monday in the wake 
of the NCAA infraction 
committee’s decision 


sanctions in the long- 
running academic scandal. 
“We are calling on the 
NCAA to change a rule 
that now effectively allows 
an institution under in- 
vestigation to make its 
own determination — let 
me repeat that, its own 
determination — about the 
academic legitimacy of its 


aul Manafort pleads 
not guilty to charges 


EVAN VUCCI AP 


Former Trump campaign manager Paul Manafort, left, and his chief deputy, Rick Gates, center, have been indicted on charges of 
conspiracy against the United States and other counts. 


Trump campaign not referenced in indictment against ex-officials 


BY MATT ZAPOTOSKY, 
ROSALIND $. HELDERMAN 
AND CAROL D. LEONNIG 


Washington Post 
WASHINGTON 


Special prosecutor Robert 
Mueller on Monday revealed 
charges against three former 
Trump campaign officials - 
including onetime campaign 
chairman Paul Manafort — 
marking the first criminal 
allegations to come from 
probes into possible Russian 
influence in U.S. political af- 
fairs. 

One of the three men 
charged, former Trump for- 
eign policy adviser George 
Papadopoulos, admitted mak- 
ing a false statement to FBI 
investigators who asked about 
his contacts with a foreigner 
who claimed to have high-level 


Athletics. 


can, a former U.S. educa- 
tion secretary who now 

co-leads the Knight Com- 
mission on Intercollegiate 


“The NCAA should not 
be handcuffed in its au- 
thority to consider inde- 
pendent assessments of 
academic fraud,” he said. 

His announcement 


66 


Sarah Huckabee Sanders, White House press secretary 


Russian connections. The 
agreement was unsealed Mon- 
day. 

Court documents described 
extensive efforts Papadopoulos 
made to try to broker connec- 
tions with Russian officials and 
arrange a meeting between 
them and the Trump cam- 
paign, though some emails 
show his offers were rebuffed. 

The third person charged 
was Manafort’s longtime busi- 
ness partner, Rick Gates. 


The charges collectively 
show how Mueller is aggres- 
sively probing the lives of 
those in President Donald 
Trump’s orbit - digging into 
their personal finances while 
also exploring whether they 
might have coordinated, or 
tried to coordinate, with Rus- 
sia to influence the 2016 elec- 
tion. 

Papadopoulos ultimately 
admitted to lying to the FBI 
about his interactions with 


people he thought had connec- 
tions with the Russian govern- 
ment. He has been cooperating 
with investigators for months, 
according to a court filing, and 
has met with the government 
on “numerous occasions to 
provide information and an- 
swer questions.” 

Manafort and Gates were 
charged in a 12-count indict- 
ment with conspiracy to laun- 
der money, making false state- 
ments and other charges. 

At a court appearance Mon- 
day afternoon, Manafort and 
Gates pleaded not guilty. 

The charges against Mana- 
fort and Gates did not refer- 
ence the Trump campaign, a 
point Trump noted on Twitter 
on Monday. 


SEE RUSSIA, 6A 


MARK EMMERT 


NCAA President Mark Emmert said the organization felt 


sparing UNC-Chapel Hill courses,” said Arne Dun- came after a Knight Com- SEENCAA,5A “hamstrung” in its ruling on UNC’s academic fraud case. 
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